Airport Hills
Testimonies
In July 2004, after returning home to Ghana in 2003, I made the decision to
purchase two plots of land from Finali Limited. A friend had shown me around
Airport Hills. At that point, I had been looking for land in Accra for almost a
year and was increasingly disillusioned by the whole process of finding land;
speaking to representatives who turned out to be anything but; sudden and
wild price hikes and failed promises. I liked the development, was particularly
excited about the opportunity to build my own home and was pleasantly
surprised by the ease of negotiations with Finali. In less than a month, I had
paid my deposit, received my indentures and the process couldn’t have been
smoother.
By October the following year, I had paid for the land in full, developed my
designs and, as an architect with a particular interest in sustainable
architecture, was delighted to find the developers, Kofi and Esi Gbedema, fully
supportive and enthusiastic about my decision to build with adobe mud blocks.
The entire Airport Hills development is beautifully appointed with strong
breezes coming off the coast. Together with the engineers, we did a series of
wind tests and found that the location of the site was perfect for both solar
and wind-turbine power. We began construction in December 2005 on the guest
house, in which I now live—a Modernist mud-house with a fantastic view. I’ve
been in the house for almost a year and a half and couldn’t be happier about
the Airport Hills Development. It is cool, breezy, quiet (no hawkers, kiosks or
churches!), neighbourly, and secure. Friendly security guards and a genuine
neighbourhood respect for the peace and quiet of others has turned this
small part of Accra into a little, still relatively unknown gem.
In the early evening after a weekend BBQ, friends have been known to comment,
whilst sitting on my veranda and looking out across the lights of the
neighbouring estates, that this is like a little piece of heaven—an all too rare
comment in Accra’s dusty, noisy chaos. I can’t recommend it more highly
Lesley Lokko
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